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Page One (Five Panels) 
 
Panel One 
Superman as baby, being placed inside the spaceship by his parents’ hands before it 
blasts off from Krypton, saving him. We don’t see his parents here. We are seeing his 
parents’ POV. The baby, uncomprehending, smiles up at ‘us’. The Superman cape 
beneath the baby to provide a soft ‘bedsheet’ for him on his journey. These hands, his 
parents, saving him. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “Every life travels at superspeed, I 

guess…” 
 
 
Panel Two 
The iconic shot of the rocket shooting away from Krypton as the planet explodes 
behind it. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION:  “One minute your child’s a baby.” 
 
 
Panel Three 
Kal-El’s spacecraft coming in low towards the field in Kansas – leaving a serious 
smoke trail behind it (think the Russian meteor recently). Below it, heading away 
from the scene – but their destiny will change – is the pickup truck containing the 
Kents. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION:  “Not a care in the whole wide world.” 
 
 
Panel Four 
Cut to the baby’s POV now as he lies in the crashed spaceship, looks up, reaches up 
with baby arms, and looking down on him are a shocked but warm-hearted young 
Jonathan and Mary Kent. She, tearful and amazed. He strong and sure of his actions 
as he reaches in to pick ‘us’ up. A transfer. One world swapped for another. Two sets 
of families saving this baby. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “Then one day you blink and…” 
 
 
Panel Five 
Cut to Braniac’s POV here as Superman floats before us in space. The Earth behind 
him. Superman protecting the Earth here, blocking ‘our’ path of getting to it. He’s 
wiping blood from his mouth here and looks pissed off and ready to rejoin the battle. 
And on either side of the panel robo-tentacles fizzing with strange green electricity 
are reaching towards Superman. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “… well…” 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “… I do so worry about my boy, let me 

just say that.” 
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Page Two (Six Panels) 
 
Panel One 
We’re behind Superman now and we see what he’s facing in the cold of space. And 
it’s Braniac’s skull spaceship coming in for him, those electro-tentacles grabbing him 
now and electrocuting him, Superman spasming in agony.  
 
BRANIAC (spiked): Your inconsequential adopted home and your power 

base, Kryptonian, will NOT survive when I, Brainiac…  
 
 
Panel Two 
Brainiac’s ship spins Superman around and now we see Brainiac’s target. Floating in 
orbit around the Earth. It’s the HUBBLE SPACE TELESCOPE. Reference 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:HST-SM4.jpeg 
 
BRANIAC (spiked): …AUGMENT THE TECHNOLOGY OF THE 

HUBBLE SPACE TELESCOPE AND SHRINK 
YOUR YELLOW SUN TO THE SIZE OF A HUMAN 
HEART!!! 

 
 
Panel Three 
Tight close-up on Superman’s determined face here. The yellow sun reflecting in his 
eyes. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION:  “He does get himself into such scrapes…” 
 
 
Panel Four 
We’re just below the burning furnace of that yellow sun here. Its fires leaping high 
into space, solar flares exploding wildly. It fills the top half of our panel. The source 
of his power. Earth is a small ball below, visible in the darkness of space. It looks the 
size of a human heart here. 
 
BRANIAC (spiked, untethered): BEGIN THE SUN-SHRINKING PROCEDURE!!! 
 
 
Panel Five 
Cut to Superman tied to the lense of the Hubble Telescope, as it points towards our 
Sun. Braniac’s ship sat on the BACK END of the telescope. Controlling it. (Superman 
is going to reverse the effects of the telescope to shrink Braniac’s ship in a second). 
 
BRANIAC (spiked): FEEL IT, KRYPTONIAN!!! 
 
BRANIAC (spiked): FEEL YOUR ADOPTIVE POWER WHITHER 

BEFORE THE CELESTIAL GLORY OF 
INTELLECT! 
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Panel Six 
Superman, close-up now, straining with effort, fires his eye beams into a wide angle 
right in front of the Hubble telescope. He is changing the nature of the light entering 
the telescope. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “But, one of the reasons I always have such FAITH in 

him…” 
 
SUPERMAN: Nnnnn…   
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Page Three (Six Panels) 
 
Panel One 
Cut to a close up on a smiling Superman, looking down at the palm of his hand, 
danger over. Crisis averted. And instead of the sun, Brainiac’s ship has shrunk to the 
side of a human heart. It sits in the palm of Superman’s hand. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “He is such a clever boy.” 
 
BRANIAC (spiked):           But, how…? 
 
SUPERMAN:                   I used my heat vision to reverse the wavelength 

of the infrared electromagnetic radiation entering 
the Hubble, Brainiac. 

 
SUPERMAN:  So the shrinker became the shrinkee, as it were. 
 
 
Panel Two 
Superman flies through space, smiling, carrying Brainiac’s ship as though it were a 
football. 
 
SUPERMAN:  Now, let’s see if we can find a nice BIG comet to 

leave you on. 
 
SUPERMAN:  One that’s heading a long way OUT of this solar 

system. 
 
 
Panel Three 
Pull way back so Superman is a fast flying dot as he passes through a cosmic 
landscape of planets, moons – he’s flying at incredible speed – towards a comet, 
which is in the distance. Its trail being ice. This should be a Kirby-esque panel. This is 
where he belongs, really. Amongst the stars. We’ll contrast with this next panel. 
 
NO DIALOGUE 
 
 
Panel Four 
Cut to exterior shut at daybreak (lots of golden light) of Ma Kent’s Kansas Farm (go 
to your Terrence Malick place!). Wheat fields blowing in the slight wind. Clark Kent 
is, seen from a distance, up a stepladder (yes, I know). Clark’s not wearing his glasses 
here. But he is in civvies. Ma Kent is in the kitchen of the farmhouse, watching him. 
Don’t need to establish her here. We’ll see her next panel. 
 
CLARK:      Fixed it, ma! 
 
 
Panel Five 
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Ma Kent now, looking old and frail and worried in her kitchen window, looking out at 
her son. Clark stands, looking out across the endless wheat fields, lost in thought. 
Troubled. (if you feel this will work – Clark is reflected in the window here, so we get 
a good front on  establishing shot of Ma Kent. If not, then we can move the ‘camera’ 
around behind/to the side of her) 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “I want him to stay for supper, just once.” 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “Just one day where he can relax and not have to rush 

away. Where he can just be…” 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “… Clark.” 
 
 
Panel Six 
Pull back now, the sun coming up in the background on the horizon behind the wheat 
fields). Clark hugs his mother. He smiles lightly at her but there’s a slight sadness in 
him. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “But I know he can’t.” 
 
CLARK: I have to go. I’m… 
 
MA KENT: I know.  
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Page Four (Six Panels) 
 
Panel One 
We’re just in front of Superman now as he flies up into the sky towards us (our 
‘camera’ just in front of him). Leaving the Kansas farm, its wheatfield and his mother 
behind. A look of determination and the mission on his face.  
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “There is ALWAYS someone who needs saving…” 
 
 
Panel Two 
Cut to a ground level shot just in front of Ma Kent as the wind blows the wheat 
around her – the farmhouse behind her. She looks old and frail as she watches her son 
fly away. A look of worry on her face. Day dawning behind her. The washing line he 
fixed for her behind her. 
 
MA KENT: Thank you for fixing the line. 
 
 
Panel Three 
Close-up on Superman who smiles warmly. Even though he’s miles away from her 
already, he hears her and replies. 
 
SUPERMAN:                You’re welcome… 
 
 
Panel Four 
Cut to a classic establishing shot of the skyline of Metropolis. Sun shining on it. 
 
NO DIALOGUE 
 
 
Panel Five 
On a busy street, a smiling, delighted boy points up in the sky as, high above, amongst 
the skyscrapers, we see the blue and red figure, the cape. That most treasured of 
childhood spots in Metropolis – Superman. And it causes a moment of giddy, 
innocent excitement in the boy, whose father loos around bemused. Hasn’t spotted it. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “I suppose I’m not the first old lady to see her son head 

off to the big bad city.” 
 
 
Panel Six 
Classic establishing shot of THE DAILY PLANET (its globe on the roof of the 
building). We are now amidst the amazing skyscrapers of METROPOLIS. The sun 
shining down. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “So many dangers...” 
 
PERRY WHITE (untethered, large):    GREAT CEASER’S GHOST!!! 
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Page Five (Six Panels) 
 
Panel One 
In the Daily Planet offices now and Perry White ROARS out of his office, 
ENRAGED, waving a sheet of paper. On the door to his office it says PERRY 
WHITE, EDITOR. 
 
PERRY: Kent! 
 
PERRY: KENT!!!!!  
 
 
Panel Two 
Jimmy Olsen, gulping in fear, stands by Clark Kent’s desk, watching Perry storm 
towards them across the newspaper’s open plan office floor, papers being knocked out 
of people’s hands as he comes (we see this in background of shot). Jimmy whispers to 
Clark, who carries on working at his computer. Pretending that this isn’t happening. 
 
PERRY: KENT!  
 
JIMMY (whispers): For ten bucks I am willing to cause a distraction so you 

can run before he sees. 
 
JIMMY (whispers): Actually, forget it, he’s on one of his rhino charges. No 

way you’re fast enough. 
 
 
Panel Three 
Perry arrives. pointing a finger at Clark Kent who sits at his computer terminal 
looking a little nervous to have his fearsome editor barking at him. In the background 
Jimmy Olsen, camera around neck, offers a fixed, terrified smile at his editor. 
 
PERRY: The Judge in the Sally Berkoff case just did a last 

second about-face and let the kidnapping goon walk 
free! And they STILL haven’t found the kid! 

 
PERRY: I want a story containing everything we have on Judge 

Campbell in 15 minutes! Gimme reasons he could be in 
the pockets of the mob! 

 
KENT:  Yes Mr White! 
 
 
 
Panel Four 
Perry storms away, Clark watching him go. Smoke rising from Perry’s head, virtually. 
Jimmy Olsen, nervous, follows Perry, showing him his camera. Perry shouts this line 
at Clark. He doesn’t look at Jimmy or notice he’s there. 
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PERRY: AND SPELL ABHORRENT PROPERLY!! 
 
JIMMY: Uh… Chief? 
 
JIMMY: If you want I could head down to City Hall and take some shots of… 
 
 
Panel Five 
Perry White suddenly remembers something and, still boiling with righteous rage, 
stops and bellows at the entire newsroom. Totally ignoring the startled Jimmy Olsen 
behind him. 
 
PERRY (small): Yes please Olsen, three sugars… 
 
PERRY: WHERE THE HELL IS LANE WHEN I NEED HER? 

WASN’T SHE OFF DIGGING INTO THE 
KIDNAPPER’S PAST? 

 
 
 
Panel Six 
Close-up on Clark’s face as he looks around and the penny drops. Vaguely focus in on 
his ear here. He’s listening for something. 
 
CLARK: Lois… 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “I often wonder what an average day for him must 

be…” 
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Page Six (Five Panels) 
 
Panel One 
Exterior shot of a grubby, dirty warehouse area. Looks derelict. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “How many people must cry out to him.” 
 
LOIS (from inside): Stay above the… Nnnnff… water… Sally… 
 
 
Panel Two 
Cut to Lois, with an 8-year-old girl, and they’re stuck in a lead-lined pit filled with 
water up to their necks, and Lois is trying to keep the girl (Sally Berkoff’s head up 
above the water). At the top of the pit is a pothole-like grilled cover that lets in limited 
light. 
 
SALLY: I’m trying Miss Lane! 
 
LOIS:  Stupid… lousy… lead-lined pit! 
 
 
Panel Three 
We’re above the top of the pit now, the grilled cover in the middle of the room. Two 
goons with guns up there, standing guard. One shouts down the grill. 
 
GOON: YOU SHOULDN’T ‘A COME SNOOPING, LADY! 
 
LOIS (from below): STICK IT IN YOUR EAR!! 
 
 
Panel Four 
Lois and Sally in the pit. Lois is struggling to keep her head above the water, holding 
Sally up. Sally looks round at her, concerned. Lois starting to panic. 
 
SALLY: Miss Lane… are you OK? 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “Despite everything. All his gifts. He’s still just one 

man.” 
 
 
Panel Five 
We’re below the water. Lois slips under the water, and we see the panic in her eyes 
here. She’s tired and there’s nothing to grip onto. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “He can’t be everywhere…” 
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Page Seven (Six Panels) 
 
Panel One 
Close-up on Lois’ hand flailing in the water, panic overcoming her. Starting to drown. 
 
NO DIALOGUE 
 
 
Panel Two 
Same panel/angle but Superman’s hand plunges down and grabs hers. 
 
NO DIALOGUE 
 
 
Panel Three 
A few minutes later and Lois and Sally look up and see Superman standing over them 
at the top of the pit. He’s ripped off the pothole cover with one-hand and is lifting 
them both up with effortless strength. He smiles down at them. Lois looks up at him, 
irritated rather than relieved. 
 
SUPERMAN: Lois, I can hear you drowning from six States away. 
 
SUPERMAN: Which is lucky for you. 
 
 
Panel Four 
Same panel/angle as panel three from the previous page here, but the two goons are 
now unconscious on the floor. Superman smiles as Lois, irritated more than thankful, 
has a slight go at him. Sally looks at him in wonder. 
 
LOIS:  You’re getting slower with age, Blue. Used to be you’d 

have been here an hour ago.  
 
SUPERMAN: You’re welcome. 
 
 
Panel Five 
Cut to Superman, holding a smiling, excited Sally, fly off from the roof of The Daily 
Planet, leaving a muddy, pissed-off Lois behind.  
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “But he never stops. Never stays with those who could 

make him happy.” 
 
SUPERMAN: Let’s get you home to your parents, Sally. They’re 

going to be pleased to see you. 
 
 
Panel Six 
Lois on the roof, looks like crap, covered in mud and tar, and she shouts up at the sky 
in fury. 
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LOIS:  I’m covered in mud and tar and you couldn’t have dropped me 

off at my apartment instead of where I WORK?? 
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Page Eight (Five Panels) 
 
Panel One 
Cut to Superman, hovering in the skies above Metropolis, with ADAM STRANGE 
(ray gun in hand) and, approaching, is a squad/army of flying gorillas with ray guns 
(and large wings). They’re all wearing blast goggles and are led by GORILLA 
GRODD – who is heading straight for Supes and Adam Strange. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “Just how many people can he save?” 
 
ADAM STRANGE: It’s Gorilla Grodd, Superman! And his WINGED APE 

ARMY!! 
 
 
Panel Two 
Cut to the Justice League all unconscious in strange body tube compartments with 
manacles and masks (very old school) – Batman, The Flash, Green Arrow, Green 
Lantern, The Atom – and only a staggered Superman and Wonder Woman are left 
fighting. Both smoking slightly from the blast they have just suffered at the hands of 
DESPARO, who stands before them. The ‘lazer ray’ circle in the palm of his hand 
smoking. Ready to hit them with another. Wonder Woman and Superman ready to get 
back into the fight. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “Flying from one place to the next.” 
 
DESPARO: You cannot compete with the power of ULTIMATE 

HATE, Justice League. 
 
WONDER WOMAN: Shall we? 
 
SUPERMAN: Lead the way. 
 
 
Panel Three 
Cut to Bizarro pulling a heroic mock Superman pose in the centre of Metropolis – 
fists into his own sides, chest pumped out. He’s behind a podium in front of the White 
House here, the Presidential Crest  on the podium. BIZARRO is PRESIDENT 
(wearing a King’s crown). Superman, amazed, flying in in the background. Everyone 
seems to be accepting Bizarro as President here. They’ve plainly been mind 
controlled. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “Never stopping.” 
 
BIZARRO: BIZARRO AM IN NO WAY ASHAMED TO BE 

ELECTED THE OLD PRESIDENT OF THE 
DIVIDED STATES! 

 
BIZARRO: TOMORROW WE NOT INVADE CANADA! 
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Panel Four 
Cut to a GIANT robot of Lex Luthor approaching a massive bridge in Metropolis 
harbour, reaching out for it. Think The Golden Gate Bridge. Traffic stopping, people 
running from their cars. Our ‘camera’ is just above Superman who is hovering over 
the bridge. The Lex robot has an enormous bald head, obviously. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “Moving so fast....” 
 
VOICE (from bridge): AIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIEEE! !!! 
 
VOICE 2 (from bridge):    IT’S A GIANT BALD ROBOT!!!! 
 
  
Panel Five 
Lex Luthor is led away by the police but, overcome by rage, he shouts up at 
Superman as Supes flies away. In the background the giant Lex robot is leaning, inert, 
against a building, its giant bald head crammed in like an egg that’s been smashed. 
Lex’s anger is world shaking. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “It’s almost like no one gets to ever REALLY see him.” 
 
LEX:  You won’t always be there to save them, alien! You 

know you can’t save everyone! 
 
LEX:  YOU CAN’T SAVE THEM ALL!!!!! 
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Page Nine (Six Panels) 
  
Panel One 
Superman, flying across the sky, heading away from the city at incredible speed, and 
he looks a little tired and sad. 
 
NO DIALOGUE 
 
 
Panel Two 
We’re behind Superman now as he flies across the icy landscape. No civilisation here. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “It’s like he’s a ghost.” 
 
 
Panel Three 
He approaches the Fortress Of Solitude. Let’s give it a good, strong establishing shot. 
 
NO DIALOGUE 
 
 
Panel Four 
We’re behind Superman as he enters the Fortress Of Solitude. There’s certain 
artefacts on either side – this is his home. Krypto walks towards him, wagging his tail, 
to greet him. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “I wish he’d come home to me.” 
 
 
Panel Five 
Pull back for a wide shot of the room. In the centre of the shot, Superman kneels and 
greets Krypto, hugging him slightly. His eyes closed. Looking like he needs this hug. 
Sadness in him. The dog delighted to see him. Kryptonian artefacts around him. 
Dwarfing Superman and Krypto, who look small by comparison. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “But I know why he doesn’t.” 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “My son.” 
 
 
Panel Six 
We’re on the other side of the Bottle City Of Kandor here, Superman looking in 
through it, examining the tiny Kryptonian city. Kryptonian architecture. And 
Superman looks deeply sad here. 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “But always THEIR son.” 
 
MA KENT CAPTION: “Those he COULDN’T save.” 
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Page Ten (Six Panels) 
 
Panel One 
Cut to an exterior shot of the Kent farm here at night. Ma Kent is out in front of the 
farmhouse, looking up at the sky. The sky is all stars. It looks amazing – no city light 
here to cloud the skies. This house, and this old woman, is all alone out here. She 
looks very small and alone. 
 
NO DIALOGUE 
 
 
Panel Two 
We’re behind her now as, high in the sky above her, the faint trace of a shooting star. 
Nothing huge. A small meteor flashing across the sky.. 
 
NO DIALOGUE 
 
 
Panel Three 
Close-up on Ma Kent, profile shot, looking up at the sky. A sad look on her face here. 
Thinking of her son and that day long ago. 
 
SUPERMAN (o/s): Uh… 
 
SUPERMAN (o/s): Hi. 
 
 
Panel Four 
Ma Kent turns as she hears these words from behind her, and Superman stands there, 
approaching from the darkness, with Krypto at his feet. 
 
SUPERMAN: I… uh… was wondering if there was any supper left? 
 
KRYPTO: Rrrrrr… 
 
SUPERMAN: Well, we both were. 
 
 
Panel Five 
Close-up on Ma Kent’s smiling face. Filled with love and more. Gratitude, for this 
boy. The son she was never supposed to have. 
 
MA KENT: Let’s go inside. 
 
 
Panel Six 
Pull back, outside the kitchen window now, looking in, as Superman sits eating a 
bowl of porridge, Krypto at his feet. Ma Kent sat across from him, smiling at him. A 
mother looking after her son. It’s a happy family image. He smiles. 
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SUPERMAN: Thanks Ma. 
 
SUPERMAN: You’re a lifesaver. 
 
 
THE END 


